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complexity and strangeness. The following which he
reported about the Ismailies of his time is an example
of his precision. He says :
" Of the old man of the mountain, of his palace
and his gardens, of his capture and his death...Having
spoken of this country mention shall now be made of
the old man of the mountain. The district in which
his residence lay obtained the name of Mulehet, signi-
fying in the language of the Saracens, the place of
heretics, and his people that of Mulehetites, or holders
of heretical tenets, just as we apply the term of Patha-
rini to certain heretics amongst Christians." The
following account of this chief, Marco Polo, testifies to
having heard from sundry persons. " He was named
Alo-eddin and his religion was that of Mahomet. In
a beautiful valley enclosed between two lofty moun-
tains, he had formed a luxurious garden, stored with
every delicious fruit and every fragrant shrub that
could be procured. Palaces of various sizes and forms
were erected in different parts of the grounds orna-
mented with works in gold, with paintings and with
furniture of rich silks. By means of small conduits
which contrived these buildings, streams of wine, milk,
honey and some of pure water, were seen to flow in
every direction. .The inhabitants of these palaces
were elegant, and beautiful damsels, accomplished in
the arts of singing, playing upon all sorts of musical
instruments, dancing and especially all those of dalli-
ance and amorous allurements. Clothed in rich
dresses they were seen continually sporting and amus-
ing the garden and pavilions, their female guardians
being confined within doors and never suffered to
appear. The object which the chief had in view in
forming a garden of this fascinating kind was this:
that Mahomet having promised to those who should
obey his will the enjoyments of Paradise, where every
species of sensual gratification should be found, in the
society of beautiful nymphs, he was desirous of its